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Mode of Forest Environmental Education for Children in Europe

LUO Fen, ZHANG Anni, QU Peiyu, LIU Liang, WANG Genmao

(College of Tourism, Central South University of Forestry and Technology, Changsha 410004, China)

Abstract: The report of the Eighteenth National Congress put the ‘“ecological civilization” as a national development
strategy, also pointed out that the promotion of ecological culture needs to start from ‘the children, youth, and family”’ .
Although the use of forest resources has changed from ‘planting trees’” and ‘harvesting trees’ to ‘enjoying
trees’ , there is still long distance between people and forests. How to maximize the environmental advantages of forest
resources, and involve the people into the forest, especially the children, are focuses in the domestic environmental
education currently. Based on the literatures of children forest environmental education in Britain, Denmark, Germany,
Norway and other countries, the paper studied the process and hallmark events, such as Daycare Institution rule and
Outdoor Learning Manifesto, and put forward four kinds of forest environmental education models from outdoor
recreation, forest school, forest kindergartens to environmental interpretation, based on the active-passive participation
continuum, also analyzed the their characteristics, factors, strengths and weakness of. Finally, the paper proposed that the
laws and regulations should be established according to the actual situation of China, the grand of forest classroom’
and the construction of children’ s outdoor popular science game library are supposed to be promoted and so on.

Key words: Children; Forest environment; Education modes; Europe



